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ral tendency of the abominable songs, so
common among the natives, and which are
sung at the worship of their gods, must be
very great. There are no vices, however
bad, for.which they will not find examples
in the history of their gods, and the lower
orders are taught to suppose that the gods
are pleased with the indecent representa-
tions, the improper attitudes and gestures,
and the licentious songs which we see and
hear at their poojas.

It was evidently the interest of the Brah-
mins to insist on the advantages to be ob-
tained from the observance of ceremonies,
in which the people would naturally join
with pleasure, and which gratified their own
appetites and desires, rather than to en-
force the severer duties of religious absti-
nence and forbearance from the pleasures
of the senses ; in which doctrine their fol-
lowers would be few, and their power con-
sequently small. We see, therefore, that
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